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A Wesleyan Approach to Texts, 
Traditions, and Culture  

 

Karen Strand Winslow, PhD  
 
 

An aspect of my role at APU has been to 
create a strong Free Methodist presence at 
APU. APU considers the Free Methodist 
church to be one of its main denominations, 
especially given that Los Angeles Pacific 
College is one of APUôs founding colleges. 
This partnership is represented by the FMC 
and the work I do across campus and in 
Wesleyan and academic circles. This provides 
a foundation for our main goal of training 
effective leaders who attract people to the 
Gospel by living  it. 

 

Another aspect of the vision of the FMC is to 
continually bring the tradition, practice and 
spirit of Wesleyanism to the foreground for our 
FM students and the larger APU community. 
Wesleyanism provides an orthodox Christian 
basis for exploring every aspect of Godôs world 
and for relating discoveries and reflections on 
them to a dynamic, loving God and Godôs 
gospel.  
 
Members of APUôs community agree that its 
seminary, the Haggard Graduate School of 
Theology is intentionally Wesleyan and 
provides an option in the western region of the 
U.S. to the many seminaries that are not. Not 
only are our students encouraged to learn from 
their professors and texts, they are pressed  

 

(Continued next column) 

to learn of and from the world, not to fear or 
shun it. While Wesleyan students and pastors 
make a distinction between light and 
darkness, they are called to bring light to the 
darkness and see Godôs image in Godôs 
children and Godôs imagination in Godôs 
creation. 
 

 We are required to take risks as part of the 
larger body of Christ to become newly 
relevant, based upon an awareness of local, 
national, and international culture. In so doing, 
the fruit we bear is shaped by Scripture, 
reason, tradition, and experience.  The aim of 
our Wesleyan seminary is to place the gospel 
in the hands and hearts of the people of 
Godôs world by mingling among them, making 
room for them, and accepting their 
contributions to our understandingðour faith 
and our practice. We weep and rejoice with 
them through the blessings and sufferings of 
life and death. 
 
Within Christendom, Wesleyôs advocacy of 
reason and experience set the Wesleyan 
theological movement apart from others. For 
Wesleyans, all truth is Godôs truth, and they 
can pursue microbiology as well as astronomy 
and quantum physics with all the awe for 
Godôs words that Bible students have. 
 
A Wesleyan approach to pastoral training 
encourages students to ask and answer 
difficult questions about subjects that remain 
controversial among Christiansðcontroversial 
in that they inspire passionate and sometimes 
acrimonious debate.  
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Wesleyan view of Christian 
Higher Education  

 
Dr. Wayne McCownôs ñWesleyan View of 
Christian Higher Educationò (Feb 2008) 
pointed out:  
 
For the Wesleys, ñvital pietyò was code, not 
for Christian theology but for living faith, the 
application of learning to life, the incarnation 
of truth. ñVital pietyò consists of more than 
achieving an intellectual ñintegrationò of the 
secular sciences with the creed.  Indeed, 
ñfaithò for a Wesleyan is not contained within 
a creed, but spills over into life itselféas 
experienced in daily relationship with the 
living God and his children, and as lived out 
in the real world by real people.   
 
Admittedly, thatôs a lot messier than the task 
of integrating faith and learning. For 
Wesleyan educators, the end goal of the 
enterprise is not merely academic 
integration but ñvital piety,ò living faith.  We 
are purveyors of knowledge, both secular 
and religious; yes, but we are also 
disciplers, preparing people for life.   
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While passionate discourse is Wesleyan, 
acrimonious conflict is not, for love 
underlies a Wesleyan pursuit of truthð
truth that is as dynamic as Godôs spirit. 
 
Wesleyan pastoral education promotes 
innovative thinking and redemptive 
solutions in engaging the world. The 
courses and programs in APUôs graduate 
school of theology both value the world 
and prophesy to the world. I realize óworldô 
means different things, depending on 
context, in Scripture and here, but clearly 
Scripture affirms we are not here to 
condemn our God-so-loved world, but so 
that the world through Christ might be 
saved.  
 

Next Issue:  
 

After a class at Seattle Pacific University 
in which we were studying evidence for 
sources and subsequent editing of the 
Pentateuch,  a student stopped me.  He 
was a bit older than the other students and 
had been delivered from drugs and 
despair. He said: ñI know that Moses wrote 
the Pentateuch, because God healed me!ò  
 
Like many of us, Michael had experienced 
Godôs grace in a dramatic and physical 
way. Somehow he connected his 
redemption and healing with Mosaic 
authorship of the Bibleôs first five books.   
 
What do you think? Does a pursuit of the 
historical Israel and the origins of the Bible 
among Jewish communities of antiquity 
corrode faith? Does a discussion of who 
wrote the Bible cause us to doubt our 
firsthand experience with God? Send me 
your comments: kwinslow@apu.edu 

But it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty,  

that gives him understanding.  Job 32:8  
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APU Update ï The Calling  
 

PROJECT  

The Calling is a four-hour documentary series 
for PBS that follows the stories of Jewish, 
Muslim, Christian and Catholic Americans who 
are training for religious leadership. An           
in-depth exploration of religion from the 
perspective of its future leaders, The Calling 
takes viewers into the world of seminaries to 
tell compelling personal stories, illuminated by 
themes that matter to millions.  It takes 
religion, and a call to service, seriously. And, 
although its subject matter is weighty, the 
seriesô young, dynamic and thoughtful subjects 
offer an entertaining and engaging portrait of 
how faith is lived in a modern, largely secular 
world. 
 
The Kindling Group, a Chicago-based non-
profit film production company, is producing 
this series. This project has received extensive 
financial support from PBS and other         
organizations and foundations and is 
scheduled for a national, primetime broadcast 
in fall 2009. 

 

ñTHE CALLINGò Participants  
at APU 

 
 The Calling producers began to follow two 
students ï Rob Pene  and Dale Sloan, a Free 
Methodist student and Conference 
Ministerial Candidate from Barstow .  As a 
new student, Dale Sloan offered us a glimpse 
into the beginning of the seminary process.   

Dale also allows us to explore how he lives 
his faith in the less urban environment of 
Barstow, where he is learning to minister to 
struggling and marginalized people for whom 
he has a great heart. 
 
As a graduating student, Rob Pene took us 
into the world of Christian rap, ministry in a 
Presbyterian church and exciting scholarship 
with his professors in the theology program 
at APU.  We are also following his personal 
journey to navigate his identity as a Samoan
-American ex-baseball player (from Spring 
Arbor University) with a heart to teach the 
bible in myriad ways ï through music, youth 
ministry, coaching and academia.  Through 
his story, we are able to experience a 
dynamic young Christian stepping into 
leadership roles, both traditional and ground-
breaking. 
 
We have been privileged to film Rob and 
Dale in classes or working with professors 
on three of the APU campuses, including 
Professors Karen Winslow, Elizabeth Talbot 
and Paul Alexander.  At this point we have 
completed most of the filming we will need to 
do on the APU campuses, although we may 
follow up as Rob continues to stay in touch 
and work with his professors on projects he 
started under their mentorship.  Watch for 
The Calling  on PBS in the fall of 2009! 

And Christ gave gifts to 

people - he made some to be 

apostles, some to be prophets, 

some to go and tell the Good 

News, and some to have the 

work of caring for and 

teaching Godõs people.  
       Eph 4:11 NCV 




